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Theory, and Practice), Comprising Articles by Eminent Educational Specialists Abacus, originally any table of rectangular form. The term was also
applied to a board or table on which mathematicians drew diagrams. The abacus, as at present used to instruct children in the use of numbers,
consists of a number of parallel wires on which beads are strung, the upper wire denoting units, the next tens, c. Abbey or Monastic Schools. - There
were two kinds of schools under the direction of the monasteries: (1) schools almost exclusively devoted to the higher education of novices rid those
who, having completed their probation, had taken the vow; (2) schools distinct from these, in which instruction, either gratuitous or on payment,
was given to children of all classes of society living in the neighbourhood of the monastery. The former were the prototypes of the collegiate
schools, or colleges, which developed into the colleges at Oxford, Cambridge, and, later on, those at Winchester and Eton. From the latter sprang
many of the endowed grammar schools (g.v.), which, at the dissolution of the monasteries, were placed in the hands of lay trustees by charter or
letters patent of the Tudor sovereigns. Cathedral schools were similar to this latter kind of monastic school. Abbreviated longhand. - Schoolmasters
do not generally encourage the practice of abbreviated longhand by their pupils, but for their own purposes teachers could save much time by
adopting the abbreviations now in general use by telegraphists, journalists, and authors. The general rule for abbreviating longhand is to omit the
vowels, except...
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