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Book ***** Print on Demand *****The changeful April morning that she watched from the window of her flat looking over the river began a day of
significance in the career of Trix Trevallaof feminine significance, almost milliner s perhaps, but of significance all the same. She had put off her
widow s weeds, and for the first time these three years back was dressed in a soft shade of blue; the harmony of her eyes and the gleams of her
brown hair welcomed the colour with the cordiality of an old friendship happily renewed. Mrs. Trevalla s maid had been all in a flutter over the
momentous transformation; in her mistress it bred a quietly retrospective mood. As she lay in an armchair watching the water and the clouds, she
turned back on the course of her life, remembering many things. The beginning of a new era brought the old before her eyes in a protesting flash of
vividness. She abandoned herself to recollectionsan insidious form of dissipating the mind, which goes well with a relaxed ease of the body. Not that
Mrs. Trevalla s recollections were calculated to promote a sense of luxury, unless indeed they were to act as a provocative contrast. There was
childhood, spent in a whirling succession of lodging-houses. They had little individuality and retained hardly any separate identity; each had
consisted of two rooms with folding doors between, and somewhere, at the back or on the floor above, a cupboard for her to sleep in. There was the
first baby, her brother, who died when she was six; he had been a helpless, clinging child, incapable of living without far more sympathy and
encouragement...
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