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the Moscow Conference in December 1945, the victorious Allies agreed that the United States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, and the Republic of
China would hold equal shares of control over the Korean Peninsula for up to 5 years before allowing Korea its independence. Most locals, barring
the Soviet-endorsed Communist Party, opposed the trusteeship immediately. Apprehensive of another civilian insurrection, Soviet and American
officials brokered talks to merge the administrations, but its progress was hindered by trouble brewed by the restless locals, as well as the tension
that reached a crescendo in the impending Cold War. In the meantime, the enmity between the north and the south continued to sour. Those
displeased by their local politics, as well as those who predicted the forthcoming cataclysm, hopped the border before it was too late. By May of
1946, authorities on both ends declared that anyone else who dared cross the 38th parallel without a permit would be guilty of trespassing and duly
penalized for their crime. The Korean War was a watershed event for a number of reasons. Not only was it considered the first military action of the
Cold War, as well as one of the first to utilize jet planes kitted out with bombs and missiles, the United Nations immersed itself in the precarious
politics of warfare for the very first time. A total of 41 countries gifted shiploads of provisions and equipment to South Korea. Another 16 countries
provided their own soldiers to serve as backup for the South Koreans. Their mission, put simply, was to extinguish Communism on the...
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