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Brand New Book. In Genius Belabored: Childbed Fever and the Tragic Life of Ignaz Semmelweis,
Theodore G. Obenchain traces the life story of a nineteenth-century Hungarian obstetrician who
was shunned and marginalized by the medical establishment for advancing a far-sighted but
unorthodox solution to the appalling mortality rates that plagued new mothers of the day.In
engrossing detail, Obenchain recreates for readers the sights, smells, and activities within a hospital
of that day. In an era before the acceptance of modern germ science, physicians saw little need for
cleanliness or hygiene. As a consequence, antiseptic measures were lax and rudimentary. Especially
vulnerable to contamination were new mothers, who frequently contracted and died from childbed
fever (puerperal fever). Genius Belabored follows Semmelweis s awakening to the insight that many
of these deaths could be avoided with basic antiseptic measures like hand washing.The medical
establishment, intellectually unprepared for Semmelweis s prescient hypothesis, rejected it for a
number of reasons. It was unorthodox and went against the lingering Christian tradition that the
dangers of childbirth were inherent to the lives of women. Complicating matters, colleagues did not
consider Semmelweis an...
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Reviews

It is great and fantastic. I could possibly comprehended every little thing using this published e publication. I found out this pdf from my i and dad
encouraged this book to discover.
-- Destini Muller 

Comprehensive information for book fans. It is one of the most amazing book i actually have read. Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely diBicult
to leave it before concluding.
-- Yoshiko O kuneva  
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