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Paperback. Condition: New. Jane Peers (illustrator). 212 pages. Paulies Web distils the tragedies, comedies and ironies of womens lives not just
behind bars but out in society. In it charismatic Paulie Smith - rebel, ex-teacher and emerging writer - comes out of prison after serving six years. . In
the next few days she relished her freedom but struggles to adapt to the scary realities of life on the out. Paulie reflects on her life in prison and her
first few weeks inside and the four very diGerent women whom she first met in the white prison van. Theres Queenie, the old bag- lady who sees
giants and angels, Maritza who disguises her pain with an ultra-conventional life, and drug addict Lilah, the spoiled apple of her mothers eye. Then
there is the tragedy of the abused Christine - the one with the real scars inside and out. The touching stories of these women, past and present,
mingle as Paulie - free now aHer six years - goes looking her significant friends, who have now been on the out for some years and are - Paulie
hopes - remaking their lives. Extract 1 Paulie. Paulie Smith, now aged twenty-nine, moves sideways in on the world; cautiously, like a crab. The gates
roll and grind closed behind me, and I am here, the grey sky exploding fireworks of light over my head. I am drunk on space, incontinent with light. I
open my mouth wide to gulp in fresh, clean, free air. I unzip the neck of my anorak to let this air in on my body, waving my arms to let it flow to my
elbows, my armpits. Some body! This bodys is a good stone and a half heavier than when I came in six years ago. My hair...
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