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University of Hawai i Press, United States, 2007. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. The Distorting Mirror analyzes the multiple and complex ways in which urban
Chinese subjects saw themselves interacting with the new visual culture that emerged during the
turbulent period between the 1880s and the 1930s. The media and visual forms examined include
lithography, photography, advertising, film, and theatrical performances. Urbanites actively
engaged with and enjoyed this visual culture, which was largely driven by the subjective desire for
the empty promises of modernity - promises comprised of such abstract and fleeting concepts as
new, exciting, and fashionable. Detailing and analyzing the trajectories of development of various
visual representations, Laikwan Pang emphasizes their interactions. In doing so, she demonstrates
that visual modernity was not only a combination of independent cultural phenomena, but also a
partially coherent sociocultural discourse whose influences were seen in different and collective
parts of the culture. The work begins with an overall historical account and theorization of a new
lithographic pictorial culture developing at the end of the nineteenth century and an examination of
modernity s obsession with the investigation of the real. Subsequent chapters treat the fascination
with the image of...
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An extremely wonderful book with perfect and lucid information. This can be for all those who statte there had not been a really worth reading through. Its
been written in an exceptionally easy way and it is only after i finished reading this ebook in which actually modified me, alter the way i really believe.
-- K a elyn Reichel-- K a elyn Reichel

Thorough information! Its this kind of good read. Yes, it is perform, continue to an amazing and interesting literature. It is extremely di icult to leave it
before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Loya l Gr a dy-- Loya l Gr a dy
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