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Many years ago, an individual of some eminence, thought he had good reason for leaving the Regular School, of which he was a member, and
embracing doctrine which that school called heresy. The fact was considered remarkable at the time: he had been an ardent advocate of his earlier
views, and was not only present at the murder of a quack - I am using modern language though narrating an ancient event - but consenting
thereto, and at the very time when lie concluded to change his course, he was prosecuting a journey to a distant city for the sake of arresting other
quacks, and delivering them to the power of the Regular School. His subsequent course was not a pleasant one - for many years he was unceasingly
persecuted by his former companions, imprisoned, scourged, stoned, till finally he fell into their hands, just at a time when their passions were
aroused to the utmost, and there was but a step between him and death. At this juncture, he was rescued from the hands of the regular, legitimate
school, by an armed force, which happily for him, held sway in those parts. Escaped from this danger, and an assassination, which forty of the
Regulars had prepared for him, he at length found himself face to face with his adversaries before a court of justice. The questions raised by these
adversaries were upon matters, about which the court was not conversant, whereupon the prisoner was asked, whether he wished to be tried upon
these allegations, by the Regular...
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