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[The South s ranking of senior generals] seeks to tarnish my fair fame as a soldier and a man, earned by more than thirty years of laborious and
perilous service. | had but this, the scars of many wounds, all honestly taken in my front and in the front of battle, and my father s Revolutionary
sword. It was delivered to me from his venerated hand, without a stain of dishonor. Its blade is still unblemished as when it passed from his hand to
mine. | drew it in the war, not for rank or fame, but to defend the sacred soil, the homes and hearths, the women and children; aye, and the men of
my mother Virginia, my native South. - Joseph E. Johnston to Jefferson Davis, September 1861 During the Civil War, one of the tales that was often
told among Confederate soldiers was that Joseph E. Johnston was a crack shot who was a better bird hunter than just about everyone else in the
South. However, as the story went, Johnston would never take the shot when asked to, complaining that something was wrong with the situation
that prevented him from being able to shoot the bird when it was time. The story is almost certainly apocryphal, but it was aptly used to
demonstrate the Confederates frustration with a man who everyone regarded as a capable general. Johnston began the Civil War as one of the
South s senior commanders, leading the ironically named Army of the Potomac to victory in the Battle of First Bull Run over Irvin McDowell s Union
Army. But Johnston would become known more for losing by not winning....
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