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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from My Life: Sixty
Years Recollections of Bohemian London | began these reminiscences, written at the suggestion of my friend the editor of the Evening News, in the
first hour of the year 1916. The front door was ?ung wide at five minutes to midnight on December 31, 1915, and as the last Of the twelve
momentous Shocks of sound died away a dark man in the Shape Of a friendly policeman did me the kindly service of being the first to cross my
threshold. And now that the New Year has come to us amid an almost oppressive stillness, with no gay clang of church bells, and only a far distant
and apparently restrained welcome by the steam-whistles and the hooters of the great works where labour toils through the night, | sit down in my
grandfather s big cane-seated arm-chair and peer into the dim and distant past. In the hour that my land is athrill and athrob with the alarums and
excursions of the greatest war the world has ever known, my memory carries me back to the day just upon Sixty years since when all London was
abroad far into the night celebrating the blessed peace that had come to us after the agonies of the Crimea. | gaze from my window into the
blacked-out expanse of the park, and | see once again the skies of that memorable May night ablaze. From Hyde Park, from Victoria Park, from St.
James s Park, and from Primrose Hill a thousand devices in golden ?ame have been hurled into the air. But no fireworks of joy 2ame in the night
skies above me in the year that we have just...
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