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illustrated. 1984 Excerpt: . . . in the census of wholesale trade and were mailed either a regular census form or a short classification form. The
coverage and the method of obtaining census information from each follow: 1. Large companies, i. e. , all multiunit firms and all single-unit firms
above the payroll size cutoF established to separate large from small employers, and a 10-percent sample of the small employers were mailed the
appropriate 1982 Census of Distributive Trades establishment report forms. Although the payroll cutoF varied by kind of business, small employers
generally included firms with one to three employees and represented about 10 percent of total wholesale sales. For the large companies, a report
of company organization is conducted periodically to identify firms which operated establishments at more than one location and to obtain
information on payroll and mid-March employment at each location. The 1981 Report of Company Organization was used as a coverage check in
the census. In the census mailing package containing the appropriate 1982 questionnaries, multiestablishment firms also were sent a form to use in
updating the list of establishments with those opened since 1981. 2. Small companies other than those included in the 10-percent sample described
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and employment for these firms were derived or estimated from administrative records of other Federal agencies. Method of classifying kinds of
business--Establishments receiving the regular census forms were classified on the basis of...
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