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***** An excerpt from the Preface: THIS Handbook is intended to help Students and Travellers of all nationalities to speak and to write English
correctly; but it is assumed that those who use it are not mere beginners, and that they will always have a dictionary at hand for consultation. The
Handbook contains a carefully selected list of those words and phrases in everyday use which are idiomatic, that is to say, which can seldom or
never be translated literally into other languages, and which are rarely to be found in any ordinary grammar or dictionary. Many words, as
everyone knows, are used in more or less invariable connection with others. If, for one or other of such words, synonymous words were substituted,
the phrase might still be intelligible, but it would be not English. It should also be borne in mind that the same idea is expressed in different terms
under different circumstances, as for example in speaking of oneself, or of others, or to others. Certain words and phrases again are chiefly used in
the affirmative, others chiefly in the interrogative or chiefly in the negative. It is in such idiomatic phrases that the genius and individuality of every
language mainly consist. As the art of literature is quite distinct from the science of language, it is impossible to classify such phrases scientifically.
The combination of words of which they are composed often seems purely arbitrary and can seldom be accounted for. It can only be stated that
they are stamped as English by popular or literary usage or by historical tradition. In many cases therefore the literal translation of one word into
another is insufficient, or...
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