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was the daughter of a Warwickshire land-agent, and her novels Adam Bede, The Mill on the Floss, Silas Marner and Middlemarch give vivid pictures
of English rural life and character in the first half of the nineteenth century. The passage that follows is taken from the introduction to one of her
lesser novels, Felix Holt. It describes coaching at the time when the railway was first beginning to threaten the supremacy of the Mail--a generation
later than De Quinceys sketch and a few years later than Mr Pickwick. THE MAIL COACH Five-and-thirty years ago the glory had not yet departed
from the old coach-roads: the great roadside inns were still brilliant with well-polished tankards, the smiling glances of pretty barmaids, and the
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