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Ch i n ese Magi cal Medi ci n e A si an Rel i gi on s an d
Cul tures
By Michel Strickmann

Stanford University Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 432 pages. Dimensions: 9.2in. x 6.2in. x
0.9in.This book argues that the most profound and far-reaching effects of Buddhism on Chinese
culture occurred at the level of practice, specifically in religious rituals designed to cure people of
disease, demonic possession, and bad luck. This practice would leave its most lasting imprint on the
liturgical tradition of Taoism. In focusing on religious practice, it provides a corrective to traditional
studies of Chinese religion, which overemphasize metaphysics and spirituality. A basic concern with
healing characterizes the entire gamut of religious expression in East Asia. By concentrating on the
medieval development of Chinese therapeutic ritual, the author discovers the germinal core of
many still-current rituals across the social and doctrinal frontiers of Buddhism and Taoism, as well
as outside the Buddhist or Taoist fold. The book is based on close readings of liturgies written in
classical Chinese. The author describes and translates many of them, analyzes their structure, and
seeks out nonliturgical sources to shed further light on the politics involved in specific
performances. Unlike the few previous studies of related rituals, this book combines a scholars
understanding of the structure and goals of these rites with...
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Reviews
A must buy book if you need to adding benefit. I actually have read through and so i am certain that i will likely to read through once again once again
down the road. I am just quickly could possibly get a delight of looking at a created ebook.
-- Ja yme B eier
An exceptional ebook along with the typeface utilized was fascinating to read through. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. You
are going to like the way the blogger write this publication.
-- Judd Schulist
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