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*****.Excerpt from A History of Princeton 96: To the Time of the Decennial Reunion of the Class in June, 1906; And a Part of the History of the
Princeton University During the Years 1896 to 1906 The letters to the Class this year have explained my intention of departing from custom in the
preparation of the Decennial Record. We talked it over in Committee meetings, and we voted by a decided majority to make our Tenth Year Record
something a little diFerent from the usual collection of letters. Ordinarily the chief feature of a Class Record is a collection of letters from seven-
tenths of the Class, answering questions of general interest concocted by the Secretary. Most of the letters are stilted, formal and unsatisfactory. I
doubt very much whether one man in twenty ever reads a Class Record (of the letter sort) from cover to cover. This means that a lot of work has
been done and a lot of money spent, all to little purpose. Many letters are made up of mere statistical information (which is just as good if given in
tabular form, without padding) and excuses for not writing sooner, and apologies to the Secretary. Then, too, many people dislike to write letters,
and some men are very reluctant to write a letter to go into print. When I was getting out our Triennial Record, I received a letter from one of our
most enthusiastic members, who flatly refused to send a letter for the book. I quote from his letter, which covers my point exactly: I don t like that
idea of yours about a class letter, and the other fellows here are...
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