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Cowper s Task; Book lll. And IV: The Garden and the Winter Evening; With Notes, Questions, and an Introduction Upon his mother s death the young
lad was sent to school - to a private boarding-school but there he was so ill-treated by an elder boy that his life was positively wretched. Later on, at
the age of ten, he was sent to West. Minster, one of the great Public Schools of England; there his life was much happier, and although shy and
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school games, and, in especial, becoming proficient in cricket and football, he laid in such a stock of bodily health as in future years served to
mitigate the disasters of his many mental shipwrecks, even if it could not entirely prevent them. At Westminster too, by virtue of much desultory and
self-directed reading, he became a good Latin scholar, a fair Greek scholar, and also a fair English scholar, as English was understood in those days
Milton he seems to have known by heart. But of history, or of mathematics, philosophy, or science, he knew but little. Leaving Westminster at the age
of seventeen, Cowper did not go to college, but began, in London, the study of the Law. In due time he was called to the Bar and he retained a
nominal connection with his profession till he left London in 1763 but he was never fond of it, and was idle in the pursuit Of it. It is said that he never
held a brief. No profession could have been more...
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