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*xx* Excerpt from Kilbourne: Yesterday and Today, 1870-1970 The Kilbourne Independent published December 5, 1902 by Ernest Madison states:
Kilbourne is situated eleven miles southeast of Havana, the county seat. It is located on the C. P. St. L. Railway. The Sangamon River flows within 1
1/4 miles of the village, which, with the creeks and lakes within three miles, form fine fishing and hunting grounds. Kilbourne has the best drinking
water in the state of Illinois. Physicians and prominent men have pronounced it such. Persons in poor health say they have better health here than
ever before. Kilbourne has good shipping facilities and is surrounded by one of the most productive agricultural soils on which the principal
products are wheat and corn. Today, the railway has changed to the Chicago and Illinois Midland; corn continues as an important crop, but wheat
has given place on many farms to corn, soy beans, melons of all kinds, plus vegetable crops such as green beans, potatoes, sweet corn, carrots,
onions, and squash. Approximately 400 acres in the area are in production of vegetables and melons. These products can be found, in season, at the
roadside stands in and near Kilbourne. The land itself is still one of our great assets. Due to the existence of a vast underground lake, water for
irrigation is readily available. Mason County has about 22,000 acres under irrigation. As of the present, 6000 acres of the total are in vegetable crops
and the remainder in corn. Kilbourne Township has nine irrigators totaling 2,650 acres according to records of Co-operative Extension Service.
Kilbourne is located in the Lincoln Country. Within easy driving distance are several of...
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