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Infant Mortality: Results of a Field Study in Saginaw, Mich. Based on Births in One Year The method of procedure followed by the bureau in infant
mortality studies is stated at length in the Appendix, pp. 63 to 69. Brie y, the study of infant mortality was based upon the births which occurred in
Saginaw during the year ended November 30, 1913, and the deaths under 1 year of age occurring in this group. The plan was to visit the homes and
by means of personal interviews with mothers, to collect data about the babies lives to the end of their first year, or until death if death occurred
under 1 year of age. Birth records were examined and in each case the facts necessary to identify the baby were transcribed to the schedule 1 later
used for the collection of information from the mother. Death certificates were copied for infants whose age showed their births to have occurred in
the selected year. At this stage of the work, even when both records existed, it was not always possible to determine whether they referred to the
same child. In several cases the records were not matched until aFer the call on the parents, when it would be found, for instance, that the baby
named Zartsch on the death record was the one called Sage on the birth certificate. While these data were being taken from the records the general
public was informed of the nature and purpose of the inquiry. The local press gave it wide publicity. The clergy, especially those serving
congregations of non-english speaking peoples, stated the purpose of the work to their charges, and thus secured...
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