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**xxx Excerpt from Rupert Godwin: A Novel In a charming residence, half cottage, half manor-house, embosomed in the woodland scenery of
Hampshire, lived a family who might have formed the model for a poet s ideal of domestic happiness. The home-circle was not a large one. It
consisted of only four persons - Captain Harley Westford, of the merchant service, his wife, son, and daughter. The Captain and his wife were both in
the fairest prime of middle age. Life for them seemed at its brightest and best. Clara Westford s girlish beauty might, indeed, have vanished with the
snows of departed winters, the blossoms of bygone spring-times; but another kind of beauty had succeeded - the calm loveliness of the matron
whose life has been cloudless as one long summer s day, pure as the untrodden snows of some far Alpine region. Yes; she was very lovely still.
Beauty has its Indian summer, and the glory of that later splendour is scarcely less than the early freshness of spring-time. Mrs. Westford possessed
even a rarer charm than mere perfection of face or figure. Every look, every movement, was instinct with that indefinable grace for which we can
find no better name than good breeding. She had that winning manner the French call graciousness. Those who were intimate with the Captain and
his wife whispered that Clara Westford came of a nobler race than that of her husband. It was said that she had left the house of a wealthy father, to
begin the battle of life with the frank, genial, handsome merchant sailor, and that she had thus made herself for ever an outcast from the family
to...
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