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Forgotten Books, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Lectures on the
Study of Fever The primary object of your examination of a patient is to asoer tain the nature and extent of the deviations from health in the several
functions, and the changes, if any, in the physical condition of the several organs. Your ability to undertake this task pre supposes an acquaintance
with the body in health in the most com prehensive sense; with the laws of healthy function; and with the physical signs by which you ascertain the
healthy condition of the viscera of the chest and abdomen, their bulk, situation, and relation to each other. To these you refer as standards of
comparison in your examination of the same organs in disease. This last is a preli minary qualification so, easy of acquirement, and, at the same
time, so neglected by students, that I may be excused for pressingit upon your attention. The value of all physical signs depends on com parison with
healthy standards. Alterations in the shape of one side-of the chest, dulness on percussion, absence or change of re spiratory sounds, also of the
sounds of the heart in diHerent situa tions, are all determined by comparison; first, with corresponding parts in the same individual, but ultimately,
though tacitly and. Instinctively, as it were, with standards consisting of our memory of the healthy signs. And yet how oIen does some student
press forward to the bedside, that he may listen to diseased phenomena, who has never heard the sounds of the heart or lung in health. The same
rule applies to the derangements of function. To observe these with accuracy, you must be familiarly acquainted with their healthy exercise, and,
cetert s paribus,...
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