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**xxxx Excerpt from Naval Battles of America: Great and Decisive Contests on the Sea From Colonial Times to the Present, Including Our Glorious
Victories at Manila and Santiago At one time in the history of the United States, when the population was comparatively small, and most of it
concentrated in what are now termed the Eastern States, almost every one was familiar with the exploits of our naval officers and seamen during
the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812-15, the Mexican and the Florida Wars - beside the en counters with pirates in many parts of the world. Since
these memorable encounters the way of the population has largely gone westward, so that the East, where maritime affairs are necessarily better
understood, has been left much in the minority. When a war occurs - which must be largely naval - the people of the centre and West are naturally
inquiring - Why do we not have more ships? The answer is, that Congress (their own representatives among them) has not seen fit to increase the
navy in proportion to our increase of population and the increase of our responsibilities. Many representatives do not at all realize that it takes years
to build a modern battleship, and that the men to man them are not to be picked up on the wharves of any seaboard city, but must be put through
a long training to be efficient. Recent events, however, will prevent any serious opposition to naval increase for years to come. The lesson has been
too striking an one. Yet Congress has not been illiberal - according to its lights. Since 1883 it has authorized the construction of...
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