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Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Andreyev, on the other hand, is a child of civilization, steeped in its culture, and while as rebellious against some of
the things of civilization as Gorky, he reacts to them in quite a different way. He is wondrously sensitive to every development, quickly appropriates
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tenuous, so indefinite as to appear to transcend human expression. He does not care whether the things he writes about are true, whether his
characters are real. What he aims to give is a true impression. And to convey this impression he does not scorn to use mysticism, symbolism, or even
plain realism. His favorite characters are degenerates, psychopaths, abnormal eccentrics, or just creatures of fancy corresponding to no reality.
Frequently, however, the characters, whether real or unreal, are as such of merely secondary importance, the chief aim being the interpretation of
an idea or set of ideas, and the characters functioning primarily only as a medium for the embodiment of those ideas. PROLOGUE ACT I-THE BIRTH
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