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have been automating business-to-business transactions for more than a decade, primarily large firms have been the beneficiaries of 16 their
savings. Even for those businesses that could afford EDI systems, the underlying reliance on private networks resulted in significant constraints on
the service that EDIs could provide. Some 17 concluded that such EDIs do not provide market transparency or allow for market growth. EDI
supports a series of bilateral relationships rather than multilateral, dynamic relationships. Both the lack of transparency and market growth are
largely attributable to the necessity of establish ing 18 an individual connection with every business partner. 2. Internet The Internet makes B2Bs
possible. It is an extremely efficient mechanism for the 19 exchange of information in light of its pervasiveness and the ease of connectivity. This type
of connectivity is possible due in large part to extensible mark-up language ( XML ), which is the 20 business-to-business e-commerce alphabet.
Through the Internet, businesses with differing MRP and ERP systems or computer hardware can access the universal browser without complex 21
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from someone else to achieve its e-22 commerce goals. In sum, t he rapid and transformative growth of B2B e-marketplaces is attributable to the
widespread adoption of the Internet, combined with new trading software and 23 lower computing costs. Internet technology affords sharing of an
unprecedented level of information about the complete activities of the customers in the marketplace among sellers and buyers that participate 15
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