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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from A
Home OBering: Consider the Lilies and Other Poems Mrs. Rebecca Morrow Reavis: Madam: Addison says somewhere in the Spectator that women
may be living poems, but they never write one. However true it may have been in his age, it is not so in ours. The masculine genius and feminine
tenderness displayed by Mrs. Felicia Hemans, will make many a heart throb, when our grandchildren have grown gray. No American poet is her
superior, and to this hour in the outgiving of the soul s inspiration she stands alone amid her sex. May I say, without intending any fulsome
adulation, that I have found in many of your desultory poems the yet unfledged germs of her genius? May I further suggest that while applauding
your muse in her highest flights, I would still be more pleased, did she continue longer on the wing. In other words, you should write a woman s Iliad,
not, however, a story of battles and sieges, but a tale of the human heart. Select such a subject, and in writing it make it the anchor which holds you
to your hope of immortality. Then you may say in the words of Mrs. Hemans: I shall not perish all, the bright work grows, Beneath my hand,
unfolding as a rose Leaf aEer leaf to beauty; line aEer line I fix my thought, heart, soul to burn, to shine. To the Editor of the Spectator: I trust that
you will continue to encourage Mrs. Reavis in writing poetry. Her last poem in the Spectator. Consider the Lilies shows that she possesses three
qualities which go to make the highest art in poetry: nobility of sentiment...
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