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Assembly, March 20, 1841, Vol. 215: Communication From the Governor, Transmitting Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Maryland
in Relation to the North-Eastern Boundary Resolved, That unless the British government, during the present session of Congress, make, or accept a
distinct and satisfactory proposition for the immediate adjustment of the boundary question, it will be the duty of the general government to take
military possession of the disputed territory; and in the name of a sovereign State, we call upon the national government to fulfil its constitutional
obligations to establish the line, which they have solemnly declared to be the true boundary, and to protect this State in extending her jurisdiction to
the utmost limits of our territory. Resolved, That we have a right to expect the general government will extend to this member of the Union, by
negotiation or by arms, the protection of her territorial rights, guaranteed by the federal compact, and thus save her from the necessity of falling
back upon her natural and reserved rights of self-defence and self-protection - rights which constitutions can neither give nor take away; but,
should this confidence of a speedy crisis be disappointed, it will become the imperative duty of Maine to assume the defence of our State and
national honor, and expel from our limits the British troops now quartered upon our territory. Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward
copies of these resolutions to the President and Heads of Departments, and to the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State, with a
request to the latter to lay them before the respective bodies of which they arc members, also to the...
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