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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. 704 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 1l.4in.Excerpt from The Maori-Polynesian Comparative
DictionaryThis work had its origin its a desire growing in the mind of the Author to comprehend the exact meaning of words used by the Maori
people. Much had been done by Europeans long resident in New Zealand, or by those of European parentage born in the country, to gather in and
put on record the vernacular forms of the native speech. A large mass of material consisting of songs, legends, and c., was also at the service of a
collector, although this in reality was a very small portion of that which might have been procured had not the rough and perilous work of
colonization engrossed so much of the time and energies of the early settlers. This material wholly referred to New Zealand and the New Zealand
branch of the Maori or Polynesian race. The science of Comparative Philology has opened up new vistas of knowledge concerning the
comprehension of ancient languages, and the old etymologies of Greek as given by purely Greek scholars, or of English as given by purely English
scholars, have been found to be laughably incorrect when viewed by the light of the fuller investigation which modern learning has thrown upon the
mysteries of Indo-European speech. Zend, Sanscrit, the Teutonic dialects, Greek, Latin, Lithuanian, all lent their stores of ancient word-treasures to
unravel the difficulties found in the comprehension of each others language, and the result was so successful that a new science emerged from the
domain of the empirical, and claimed followers among those who are ever bearing on from hand to hand the torch of intellectual progress.
Regarding the Maori speech of New Zealand as but a dialect of the great-Polynesian language, the Author...
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