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***xx Excerpt from Lumber Lyrics Walt Mason is a poet and the world knows it. He is read by more people than any other living writer. His prose
rhymes are published in 200 daily newspapers with an aggregate circulation of about 12 millions. Walt says his only claim on the nation s gratitude
is that he does not go about the country reading from his works. Indeed, he doesn t have to, for his writings are read with avidity by hosts of people.
Walt Mason lives in Emporia, Kansas, most of the time, but spends his summers in Estes Park, Colorado. He does nothing but write prose rhymes.
And at this job he is one of the hardest working men living. He is probably the only poet who makes his living solely by the sweat of his brow. Many
people have wondered what Walt Mason gets for his contributions to Curtis Service. This is rather a personal question but it is sufficient to say that
he gets enough money from work of this kind so that his monthly income has totalled as high as $875.00. At any rate, this was the figure he gave out
in an interview in a Kansas City paper in 1914, and like everything else, prose rhymes weren t as high then as they are now. As Mr. Mason himself
explains, he was never a lumber dealer, though he has tried to sell everything from hardware to hogs. How, then, can he write lumber lyrics that hit
such a responsive chord in every lumber dealer s mind? The Lord knows. He was born that way. His prose rhymes get under your hide and under...
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