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***x* Excerpt from A Discourse: Delivered in St. Peter s Church, Charleston, on the 6th of December, 1850, the Day of Fasting, Humiliation, and
Prayer, Appointed by the Legislature of South-Carolina 1st Kings, 20th, 11th, - And the King of Israel answered, and said, - Tell him: - Let not him that
girdeth on his harness, boast himself as he that putteth it off. This was the message of Ahab to Ben-hadad, - and it seems to me not unsuited to the
occasion which has convened us. The commonwealth of which we are citizens, has been threatened by those who wield the power of the General
Government. The Legislature, now in session, has appointed, at the suggestion of the Governor, a day of Fasting, Humiliation and Prayer, that the
Divine Guidance may be imparted to that body, in devising such measures as will conduce to the best interests and welfare of our beloved State. In
compliance with the request made in the Executive Proclamation, that the Clergy throughout the State assemble their respective congregations to-
day, to unite in Prayer to Almighty God for His direction and aid, | have, at some personal inconvenience, returned to the city, that | might conduct
your devotions, and suggest such thoughts as seem to me befitting the occasion. | make no apology for entering upon the great political question
which is agitating the country. For the past, the present, and the future, | claim as deep an interest in all that concerns my native State, as most of
her sons; and | see no reason why | should withhold from you the views | entertain at this crisis. If they seem to...
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