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Planning Team members ( |-r ) Cary Wong, Craig Martin, Allison Stolz, and Carolyn Lindley. Data quality is another big concern for the HPT. With the
stress of shifting priorities, long hours, and the number of platforms requiring critical information, the team members have developed specific qual-
ity control procedures for ensuring data accuracy. Each team member is responsible for checking the calculations of other team members before
the data are released. The HPT also takes pride in seam-less communication with each other, which is an important factor not only in data quality
but also for resolving many issues before they become major problems. When asked about their work during the 2005 hurricane events, the HPT
members recall the chaotic nature of the meetings and the different directions in which they were pulled both during and after the storms. Says
Cary Wong, who lead the HPT during Hurricane Katrina, The thing that | remember most about the hurricane response was how fast things
developed. As | sat in the teleconference meet-ings with the folks in the field and in the command centers or in transit to the affected area, our
priority areas changed by the minute based on need, logistics, infrastructure, personnel requirements and safety issues. The reason for the chaos is
tied directly to the critical and basic role that the HPT plays in promoting safe navigation. The ports within the Gulf Coast region could not re-open
until the hydro-graphic surveys (...
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