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deficiency in the mother in producing congenital abnormalities in the fetus. The fact that several chapters in the present work are concerned with
this and other aspects of zinc deficiency is, | fancy, the editors jus- tification for inviting me to write this foreword. In reading several of the chpaters
before publication, my main impression was of the great potential importance of the topic of trace metal biology in both its negative and positive
aspects-the effects of deficiency of essential elements and the toxicity of such pollutants of the modern world as lead or mercury mainly as or- ganic
compounds.
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