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on Demand *****, Excerpt from National Faults: A Sermon, Delivered in the Chapel of Yale College,
on Fast Day, April 6th, 1860 He who loves his country and loves the interests of humanity, which
Providence has committed to her keeping, will watch with most anxiety, the principles that inspire
the heart of the nation. Are they the eternal principles on the recognition of which God has made
the welfare, nay, the permanent existence of a nation to depend? From a fidelity to these principles,
which are the ground-work of our history, our renown as well as our happiness must be derived.
What have we to win the esteem of our fellow men? We have no pre-eminence with respect to
natural scenery, even if merit could be derived from the configuration of the land; we have no
immense libraries to commemorate the wisdom and the folly of the past; we have no galleries of
art - store-houses of beauty - such as the older countries can exhibit; our literature, however
promising, is meagre when we are compared with the foremost of the nations. We have nothing
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