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long been taxed with close attention to business; | begin to feel that | am an old man. If there is truth in the sayings of the good Book, my allotment
of days is nearly at an end; | shall be seventy next June, if | should live so long. I trust, sir, you may live yet a score of years, replied John Martin, Jr.,
for it was he who had been addressing the retiring head of the firm, having entered his private office which he still retained in the banking-house; |
trust a good Providence may keep you here among us yet a long time. Good men are rather scarce in this city, and getting scarcer | think, as the
temptations to avarice, licentiousness, and false pride multiply amongst us. It would, | need not say, be a grievous trial for me, sir, to be deprived of

your kindly smile and wholesome counsels. You have been a world of comfort and benefit to me, Mr. Hunt. Next to my own family, you are nearer to
my heart than anyone on...
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