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**xxx Excerpt from Brief Historical Sketch of the Town of Boylston: In the County of Worcester; From lIts First Settlement to the Present Time Could |
have anticipated the obstacles that have, at almost every step, presented themselves, in the prosecution of an attempt to compile a brief history of
the dwelling place of my ancestors - some of which at first appeared almost insuperable - they would have been more than sufficient to have
prevented the undertaking. The territory now comprising this interior and obscure town having been comprehended within the limits of two
adjacent towns, its history must necessarily be blended with that of the towns from which it was taken, and-the labor and difficulty of obtaining
correct information of its first settlement be thereby increased, especially as the early records of one of these towns are not to be found. Add to
these the extreme uncertainty of traditionary accounts obtained from the aged inhabitants, and you will have some idea, my fellow-townsmen, of
the task | have undertaken, in endeavouring to rescue from oblivion the history of our fathers, or rather that small portion of it which has not
already been borne down the current of time into the ocean of forgetfulness. But considering it a debt of gratitude due to the memory of those who
first felled the trees on which now wave our fields of grain, to transmit their names and story to their descendants, and having spent some time in
procuring the few materials that were accessible, and being also encouraged by friends, | commit the following account, with all its imperfections
on its head, to the candor of my townsmen; trusting...
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