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Greenville, S. C., July 18, 1855 Ladies and Gentlemen: The day is bright and joyous for the patrons and friends of this University. The fourth year of its
existence is now terminated. That which, in its inception, was considered an experiment full of temerity, has demonstrated its entire practicability.
The halls have been crowded with matriculates: and this intelligent audience is here to felicitate Professors and Students, respectively, on their
triumphs of teaching and learning. Parents and guardians, friends and spectators, with smiling faces and cheerful hearts, are here to congratulate
proficients and graduates on the trophies that industry and assiduity have enabled them to bear away. And, yet, there are some heavy shadows cast
over the retrospect of the past session. Death has stolen into this campus - has seized upon his victims; and fond aFection, with all its kindly solaces,
has been impotent to stay the fearful tragedy which he has enacted. Maturity and youth have alike withered beneath his chilling embrace. In the
prime of manhood, and in the midst of his usefulness, Professor Mims has sunk into an untimely grave. A great man in Israel has fallen! Long will his
death be felt as a severe blow on this Institution; but longer still will his memory be cherished by love, friendship and veneration. Youth, too, in its
innocence and buoyancy, has been stricken down by the destroyer; and the earth has gloomily closed over the fair features and elastic forms of
those who came here, less than one brief year ago, full of hope...
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