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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Origin and Causes of Democracy in America: A
Discourse by George W. Burnap The existence and wonderful prosperity of this nation, are fixed
facts, and the lesson they read is not likely to be lost upon the world. Nations, like individuals, have
their peculiar organic type, by which they are distinguished from each other. It is early manifested,
and when once fixed, has the power of perpetuating itself through countless generations.
Nationality seems to have a mysterious, creative, and transforming power. Like that vital energy,
which determines the species of the trees of the forest, it has the power of assimilating all things to
itself. The oak and the pine spring up, side by side, out of a common soil, and draw nourishment
from the same elements, yet one converts those elements into the peculiar wood and foliage of the
straight and lofty pine, the other into the low and gnarled oak. So nationality, operating upon the
elements of a common humanity, assimilates it to its own type, transmits that type from age to age,
and transforms to its...
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