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through commissioners appointed by this stranger; not to dare to take possession of certain fields and vineyards granted by our own sovereign,
without paying a considerable sum to this foreign master; to violate the laws of our country, which prohibit a mans marriage with his niece, and
marry her legitimately by giving this foreign master a sum still more considerable than the former one; not to dare to cultivate ones field on the day
this stranger is inclined to celebrate the memory of some unknown person whom he has chosen to introduce into heaven by his own sole authority;
such are a part only of the conveniences and comforts of admitting the jurisdiction of a pope; such, if we may believe Marsais, are the liberties of the
Gallican Church. There are some other nations that carry their submission further. We have, in our own time, actually known a sovereign request
permission of the pope to try in his own courts certain monks accused of parricide, and able neither to obtain this permission nor to venture on
such trial without it! It is well known that, formerly, the power of the popes extended further. They were far above the gods of antiquity; for the latter
were merely supposed to dispose of empires, but the popes disposed of them in fact. Sturbinus says, that we may pardon those who entertain
doubts of the divinity and infallibility of the pope, when we reflect: that forty schisms have profaned the chair of St. Peter, twenty-seven of which
have been marked by blood; that Stephen VII. , the son of a priest, disinterred the corpse of Formosus, his predecessor, and had the head of...
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