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*xexx June Key s life started typically enough in the West End of Louisville, Kentucky, where she was born into the Roaring Twenties and grew up in
the Great Depression riding her beloved bike, Blue Streak, all around the streets of the city. But soon all signs indicated that Key s life would not be
typical. From shaving her head to enter the boys-only Soap Box Derby to getting promoted over men in a World War Il munitions factory, whenever
faced with limitations to what she could do, June Key simply said, No thanks. Dropping out of high school to work after her mother died and her
father had left years earlier, she eventually became involved in the PTA through her kids, advocated for those with special needs, started a clothing
bank for needy children, established nutritional programs for the hungry, then was hired by the school board, and became a leading community
voice of reason as the Louisville school system integrated following a court order in 1975. From there she went on to help school systems across the
country in their similar integration efforts. The Louisville Courier Journal headlined June Key Is the Best Thing the Louisville Schools Have Going for
Them. The Los Angeles Times called her Mother Tums for her role in helping to soothe their racial divide during school integration. And in a
personal meeting at the White House, President Gerald Ford teasingly called her the Queen of England. Her story covers an incredible range of
experience from carting her mother s homebrew around the neighborhood in a little red wagon during Prohibition to melting in amazement as she
held the hand of the...
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