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By Lewis H. Siegelbaum

Cornell University Press, United States, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book. The automobile and Soviet communism made an odd couple. The quintessential symbol
of American economic might and consumerism never achieved iconic status as an engine of
Communist progress, in part because it posed an awkward challenge to some basic assumptions of
Soviet ideology and practice. In this rich and often witty book, Lewis H. Siegelbaum recounts the life
of the Soviet automobile and in the process gives us a fresh perspective on the history and fate of
the USSR itself. Based on sources ranging from official state archives to cartoons, car-enthusiast
magazines, and popular films, Cars for Comrades takes us from the construction of the huge Soviet
Detroits, emblems of the utopian phase of Soviet planning, to present-day Togliatti, where the fate
of Russia s last auto plant hangs in the balance. The large role played by American businessmen
and engineers in the checkered history of Soviet automobile manufacture is one of the book s
surprises, and the author points up the ironic parallels between the Soviet story and the decline of
the American Detroit. In the interwar years, automobile clubs, car magazines, and the...
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Reviews

This book is definitely not easy to get going on reading but extremely entertaining to learn. It is actually filled with knowledge and wisdom I am very easily
will get a delight of reading a composed ebook.
-- K r ystina  B r eitenber g       

Certainly, this is the finest work by any article writer. It really is full of wisdom and knowledge You will not sense monotony at at any time of your own time
(that's what catalogs are for concerning should you ask me).
-- Ma r ion Ma nn DDS     
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