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A Brochure on the Teaching of Music to Children See illustration on page 47performers on the piano are eternally smoothing music with their foot!
Why not play with your pupil and run the pedal yourself and thus make him smooth it with his fingers? It is a wonderful way to lay a foundation for
a musician; much better than the umbilical strangulation of your pupil s nascent talent with the groundwork of the prestidigitator s art. Many a
musician can be developed at the pianoforte to whom the major piano solos are and always will be a closed book, and many a pianist there is who
never was and never will be a musician. Let us have more musicians. Everybody gains. Nobody gets a stone for bread. Real pianists get a broader
and more finely adjusted technic at the sacrifice of precocity only, and teachers will retain many more pupils and will take real delight in playing
good music wit H them all the time. Such would be the immediate gain, if all teachers who under stand and love the works of the master composers
would play nothing but their works with their pupils until the fiGh or sixth year of piano study. The ultimate gain, on the other hand, would be to
confer upon the art of music teaching the greatest boon possible - the elimination of the quack. The quack does not fatten on the masterworks of
genius; except for a few pieces, usually very well known by the public at large, which she has acquired by imitation, these master composers are a
closed book to her. To put her hors de combat it is only necessary for...
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