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IT was somewhere in the Wicklow Mountains on the coast-road between Dublin and Cork. The hour was noon, the day cold and wet. My only lunch
was a half loaf of bread strapped to the wheel, which | leaned against a sod fence, and on the easy hospitality of the Island, was admitted into an
Irish womans cottage. | had paid a certain definite respect to the other inmate of the housea long razor-back sow that came out as | went in. For
some pictures which | carried | wished to obtain some bacon, a kindness never failing among the Irish, no matter how poor they might be, little
thinking that the sow had also the same pain of hunger and was so soon to satisfy it at my expense. From Ameriky! said she, when | told her of my
mission, whare yez hiv ivrything to ate and dhrink, and yez come over here to stharve! | had been listening and looking. The small chunk of peat lay
on the open fire-place, smoking, but as usual not giving forth any heat. A pair of tongs and a wornout hand-bellows lay near by. In the middle of the
floor was a puddle of water. An old clock that hadnt run for fifty years and a cheap crucifix were the only other ornaments on a heather-bordered
shelf by a dusty chromo of the Virgin. Youse look loike yer big and sthrong, why isnt yez home with yer folks, raisin yer own pig | told her more
about my travelsthat | was going around the world to see how the people lived. To see how they live An hasnt yez houses...
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