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Correspondence Relative to the Case of Messrs. Mason and Slidell Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams. [Extract] Department of State, Washington, November
30, 1861. Sir: Your confidential note of the 15th of November, not marked as a despatch, has been submitted to the President, and | hasten to reply to
it in time for the Wednesday s mail. No minister ever spoke or acted more wisely ma crisis which excited deep public solicitude than you did on the
occasion of the lord mayors dinner. We are impressed very favorably by Lord Palmerston s conversation with you. You spoke the simple fact when
you told him that the life of this insurrection is sustained by its hopes of recognition in Great Britain and in France. It would perish in ninety days if
those hopes should cease. | have never for a moment believed that such a recognition could take place without producing immediately a war
between the United States and all the recognizing powers. | have not supposed it possible that the British government could fail to see this; and at
the same time | have sincerely believed the British government must, in its inmost heart, be as averse from such a war as I know this government is. |
am sure that this government has carefully avoided giving any cause of offence or irritation to Great Britain. But it has seemed to me that the
British government has been inattentive to the currents that seemed to be bringing the two countries into collision. | infer from Lord Palmerston s
remark that the British government is now awake to the importance of averting possible conflict, and disposed to confer and act...
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