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1883. His father was a colonel in a cavalry regiment, and an ancestor was a James Turgenev who was one of Peter the Great s jesters. Educated at
Moscow, St Petersburg, and Berlin, Ivan Turgenev began life in a government oIice, but aJer a year retired into private life. His early attempts at
literature consisted chiefly of poems and sketches, none of which attracted any degree of attention; and it was not until about 1847, upon the
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