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Michigan State University Press, United States, 2000. Paperback. Condition: New. New. Language:
English . Brand New Book. When defining culture, one must indeed take into account even the
minutest of details. What of a lighter, for example, or a telephone? The essays in this new collection
examine just that. The contributors pose not only a historical, pragmatic use for the items, but also
delve into more imaginative aspects of what defines us as Americans. Both the lighter and the
telephone are investigated, as well as how the lava lamp represents sixties counterculture and
containment. The late nineteenth-century corset is discussed as an embodiment of womanhood,
and an Amish quilt is used as an illustration of cultural continuity. These are just a few of the
artifacts discussed. Scholars will be intrigued by the historical interpretations that contributors
proposed concerning a teapot, card table, and locket; students will not only find merit in the
expositions, but also by learning from the models how such interpretation can be carried out. This
collection helps us understand that very thing that makes us who we are. Viewing these objects
from both our past and our present, we can begin to define what it is to...
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Reviews

This book is definitely worth buying. This really is for all who statte there had not been a worthy of studying. You will not sense monotony at at any moment
of the time (that's what catalogs are for concerning should you check with me).
-- Mr . Ma r tin B a um ba ch         

This publication will never be eAortless to get started on reading through but very entertaining to read through. It normally is not going to expense too
much. I discovered this publication from my dad and i encouraged this book to find out.
-- O tilia  Schinner   
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