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the result of many years study of the best bibliographical systems and of the wants of literary men. Many errors have been introduced into
bibliographical works, owing to their being compiled from second-hand sources, and not from an actual inspection of the books described. The
greater part of the present work is the result of a careful inspection, often leaf by leaf, of the books contained in the Metropolitan Library, founded
by the compiler in January 1840, in order to supply a want greatly felt for an institution, where, for a (mail annual subscription, members could
obtain at their own residences the use of books of a superior order, ancient as well as modern, especially in Theology, and in the various languages,
- an institution which continues to be of essential use in promoting the study...
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