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Golden Gate: A Description of San Francisco in 1875 Never was there a more unsightly spot for a city. A long ragged peninsula, mottled with
mammoth sand dunes, over which swept the sharp Winds and chilling fogs of summer, and pitiless storms of winter; isolated from the main-land,
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social aspect. An old church, and a cluster of adobe huts at the Mission; a lot of wretched rookeries at the Presidio; a few hide and tallow ware:
houses on the beach - that was all. The population was made up of Greasers, Digger Indians, a few white traders, deserters from whale ships, and ad
venturers of no nationality in particular, the whole numbering a few hundred souls. Its very name, yerba buena, was strange to American ears. Yet it
was manifest to the sharp observer that nature had intended the place for a great city. Near ly twenty years before the first Argonaut had planted
his foot upon its site, Captain Bonneville, the famous explorer, predicted that here would rise one of the great marts of commerce and naval
stations of the world. The Bay of San Francisco is a vast inland sea. It has an extreme length of over seventy miles, a mean width of ten miles, and a
circumference if we include San Pablo and Suisun bays, which...
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