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**xxx Excerpt from Anniversary Addresses Encouraged by his friends, of whom President Davis father was one of the foremost, he established a
series of what, for want of a more fitting name, may be called impromptu teacher-training schools, long before West Virginia had established
normal schools for the training of teachers. Prom these impromptu schools went out as able and as skillful a body of teachers as West Virginia ever
boasted. Many of the methods and practices taught within the three decades now of the immediate past, as those of the most modern and most
progressive, were in active use in north-central West Virginia a full score of years earlier, and all were introduced by this apostle of education
trained and inspired by President Kenyon and his associates of the earlier Alfred. This leaven, by the way, so permeated and so reacted upon these
communities as, for nearly twenty years, at one time, to send back to Alfred from West Virginia a stream of students that steadily increased in
volume until the establishment of a college in their midst as their own stemmed the tide. President Davis, as did I, began his teaching in the district
schools near home. He supplemented his professional preparation for teaching by study for a time in one of the state normal schools. With his
inheritance of Welsh and of Norman-English blood, and brought up in such an environment as | have cited, he came to Alfred at the opening of the
academic year of 1885-86, whither | had preceded him by a year. In those days, a large number of students were nearly, if not quite, wholly
dependent upon their own resources...
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