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molding of his literary reputation. They present us with a man negotiating the difficult sociopolitical, intellectual, and artistic terrain facing African
Americans as America was increasingly forced to confront its own failures with regard to the promise of the American dream to its diverse
populations. These wide-ranging historical essays, along with a brief biography and an illustrated chronology, provide a concise yet authoritative
discussion of a twentieth-century American writer whose continued presence on the stage of American and world literature and culture is now
assured.
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