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*xx Sacred America, in lucid and poetic prose, is the story of ordinary people who have dared to follow and trust the voices of their own souls in
the midst of everyday life in the United States. It is also the story of another America, one not seen on the nightly news. What Roger Housden finds on
his journey across the country suggests to him that, contrary to popular belief, the United States is among the most creative and spiritually vibrant
cultures on earth. Sacred America is his proof. Just as Alexis de Tocqueville set out across our country in search of democracy, so too did Housden,
an Englishman, travel throughout the United States in the waning years of the twentieth century in search of this country s heart. He discovered
that, despite or perhaps due to the moral turpitude of Wall Street and Capitol Hill, the spirit of the American people is flourishing. Americans are
continually redefining what it means to be human, what they want from democracy, and, most important, how a democratic society is an
expression of the sacred. As an outsider, Housden was both surprised and impressed by what he found -- the extent to which the aspirations, genius,
actions, wisdom, and compassion of people in all walks of life are woven into the social and cultural fabric of America. For Housden, this presence
of Being in the midst of everyday life, rather than in formal places of worship (though he found it there too), is reinventing what a sense of the
sacred means for the American individual at the turn of the millennium. Sacred America acknowledges that a spiritual materialism prospers here...
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