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truism must do duty as my first sentence. There are long lives, and there are eventful lives: there are also short lives, and uneventful ones. Keats s life
was both short and uneventful. To the diBering classes of lives diBerent modes of treatment may properly be applied by the biographer. In the case
of a writer whose life was both long and eventful, I might feel disposed to carry the whole narrative forward pari passu, and to exhibit in one
panorama the outward and the inward career, the incidents and the product, the doings and environment, and the writings, acting and re-acting
upon one another. In the instance of Keats this does not appear to me to be the most fitting method. It may be more appropriate to apportion his
Life into two sections: and to treat firstly of his general course from the cradle to the grave, and secondly of his performances in literature. The two
things will necessarily overlap to some extent, but I shall keep them apart so far as may be convenient. When we have seen what he did and what he
wrote, we shall be prepared to enter upon some analysis of his character and personality. This will form my third section; and in a fourth I shall
endeavour to estimate the quality and value of his writings, in particular and in general. Thus I address myself in the first instance to a narrative of
the outer facts of his life.
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