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Authority of the Lord Chamberlain; With a Preface Explanatory Candid, courteous, judicious, learned, moral, and enlightened Reader - titles which
have been yours, jm e divino, from time immemorial - true Lord Protector of the republic of letters | here present you (on my mind s knees) with a
dramatic version of an historical fact which, having had the misfortune to be prohibited, you will, with your usual candor, courtesy, judgment,
learning, morality, and enlightenment, covic to be its crime. In forming this deduction, the author humbly acknowledges that, according to the
admirable system of logic so long in public use, the strongest premises may be alleged. In the first place, people in office are always right; secondly,
they ought to be; thirdly and triumphantly, if they are not it is very strange. These premises based, the inevitable conclusion follows that the author
of Richelieu in Love is in the wrong, because he has been so adjudged by a tribunal which includes in itself all the essentials of justice, - as beef is said
to be the quintessence of quail, and venison, and pheasant, and plum-pudding, and custard, being at once accuser, judge, jury and executioner. In
this summary, it is possible that some unenlightened reader may wonder at the omission of an accused person, or criminal, - as, to spare the
expense of thought, we generally account any one at the bar. But when it is considered that, at the tribunal eulogised, the accused has no voice and
no busin, except to suffer...
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