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external characters may appear suddenly, or disappear completely, in a series of generations of plants, has been a matter of common observation
so long that it would be difficult to hunt out and fix upon the first instance of record. The significance of such phenomena was obviously beyond the
comprehension of the earlier botanists and it is evident that a rational recognition of the phylogenetic value of sports and anomalies necessarily
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and of the inter-dependence of the two in such manner as to constitute actual entities as embodied in Darwin s pangenesis, de Vries intra-cellular
pangenesis and in Mendel s investigations upon heredity. It is equally apparent that a proper interpretation of the facts in question, and their
distinction from the results of hybridization was possible only by means of the analysis of the collated results of observations upon series of securely
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